Compare and contrast Esperanza and the
other women of The House on Mango
Street

Introduction:

In the novel "The House on Mango Street” by Sandra Cisneros, the character of
Esperanza stands out as ayoung girl who dreams of breaking free from the confines
of her neighborhood and societal expectations. As we delve deeper into the story,
we are introduced to other women in her life who also face similar struggles and
aspirations. This essay will compare and contrast Esperanza with the other women
in terms of their personal aspirations and dreams, aswell as socia expectations and

cultural roles.

Firstly, when it comes to personal aspirations and dreams, Esperanza yearns for a
better life beyond Mango Street. She longs for a house of her own where she can
escape from poverty, abuse, and gender inequality. On the other hand, some of the
women in her community have different dreams. Alicia, for example, desires an
education that will allow her to break free from traditional gender roles and become
Independent.

Secondly, social expectations play a significant role in shaping these characters
lives. In this patriarchal society, women are often expected to conform to traditional
gender roles such asbeing submissive or taking care of their families. However, both
Esperanza and some of the other women challenge these expectations by pursuing
their own ambitions. For instance, Marin refuses to be confined by societal norms
by expressing her sexuality openly.



Furthermore, cultural roles influence how these characters navigate their lives
within their community. As Mexican-Americans living in a predominantly Latino
neighborhood, they are expected to uphold certain cultural values while simultane-
ously adapting to American culture. This duality adds another layer of complexity
to their experiences.

In conclusion, "The House on Mango Street" presents us with various female char-
acters who grapple with personal aspirations and dreams while trying to navigate
through societal expectationsand cultural roles. Through comparing and contrasting
Esperanza with these women regarding their hopes for the future as well as their
interactionswith society at largewill provideinsightsinto themes such asfeminism,
identity, and the pursuit of personal freedom.

Personal Aspirations And Dreams:

In the vibrant tapestry of life, personal aspirations and dreams can be seen as

the threads that weave together the intricate patterns of our existence. In Sandra
Cisneros novel, "The House on Mango Street,” the character of Esperanza stands
apart from the other women on Mango Street due to her relentless pursuit of

her dreams and aspirations. While the other women find solace in their roles as
wives and mothers, Esperanzayearnsfor something more profound and meaningful.
Her dreams are like wild horses galloping through her mind, untamed by societal

expectations or conventional norms.

Unlike her neighbors, who seem content with their monotonous lives, Esperanza
possesses an irrepressible desire to escape from the suffocating environment of
Mango Street. She envisions a future where she is not confined by societal limi-
tations or defined solely by her gender. Her dreams transport her to aworld filled
with possibilities and promise, where she can break free from the chains that bind
her to this impoverished neighborhood.



Esperanza's personal aspirations are characterized by bursts of imagination and an
unyielding determination to transcend her circumstances. Like a phoenix rising
from ashes, sherefusesto let poverty define her destiny. Instead, she nurtures grand
visions of becoming awriter—a creator of storiesthat will give voice to those who
have been silenced by society's callous indifference.

In stark contrast to Esperanza's audacious dreams stands Mama, one of the other
women living on Mango Street. Mama represents a generation that has resigned
itself to itsfate—a generation burdened by responsibilities and systemic oppression.
For Mama and many others like her, survival takes precedence over personal
aspirations or individual fulfillment.

Mama embodies perplexity as she grapples with conflicting desires: providing

for her family while nurturing secret hopes for herself. Sheistorn between duty
and longing—Dbetween accepting societal expectations placed upon women and
pursuing personal happiness outside those boundaries. Mama's perplexing internal
struggle highlights the complex web of expectations and limitations that entangle
the women of Mango Street, stifling their dreams and aspirations.

While Esperanza's dreams burst forth like fireworks in a night sky, Mama's aspira-
tions are subdued and concealed, hidden beneath layers of societal expectations.
Her perplexity arises from the clash between her responsibilities as a mother and
her yearning for personal fulfillment. Sheistrapped in amaze of conflicting desires,
unsure if she can ever break free from the chains that bind her.

Personal aspirations and dreams serve asastark contrast between Esperanzaand the
other women on Mango Street. While Esperanza's bursting imagination propels her
towards an uncharted future filled with boundless opportunities, the other women
are perplexed by their own desires—trapped between societal expectationsand their
longing for personal fulfillment. The dichotomy between these characters highlights
the struggles faced by individuals who dare to dream beyond what society deems



acceptable. As Cisneros brilliantly portrays through these contrasting characters,
embracing one's personal aspirations requires courage to challenge societal norms
and unravel the perplexing web that binds us all.

Social Expectations And Cultural Roles:

Social expectations and cultural roles play a significant role in shaping the lives of
women in Sandra Cisneros novel, "The House on Mango Street." The character

of Esperanza, as well as the other women in the story, are subject to societal
pressures that dictate their behavior and limit their opportunities. However, while
some characters conform to these expectations, others challenge them, highlighting
the diversity within their community.

Esperanza stands out as a young girl who defies traditional gender roles. Bursting
with perplexity and an insatiable thirst for independence, she rejects the notion that
her destiny is predetermined by her gender. She resents being confined to traditional
female roles and dreams of escaping Mango Street to pursue her own aspirations.
This contrast is evident when she states, "l have begun my own quiet war. Simple
things now become hard because | want them.” Her determination and refusal to
conform make her an outlier among the other women on Mango Street.

In contrast to Esperanza's defiance, many of the other women in the story adhere
closaly to societal expectations placed upon them. They find comfort in fulfilling
traditional roles as wives and mothers. Their lives revolve around domestic duties
and sacrifices for their families. For instance, Aliciais burdened with household
choreswhile also pursuing her education. Despite facing obstaclesdueto her father's
death and lack of support from her family members, Aliciaremains committed to
fulfilling both societal expectations and personal ambitions.

Moreover, cultural norms heavily influence these characters understanding of femi-
ninity and womanhood. The burstiness of their experiencesis shaped by their ethnic



backgrounds and socio-cultural surroundings. For instance, Marin embodiesamore
assertive portrayal of femininity influenced by American culture. She represents

a perplexing blend between Mexican traditions and American ideals through her
provocative behavior and desire for independence.

Furthermore, cultural rolesimpact the way these women navigate relationships
within their community. Traditional gender norms dictate that women should be
submissive, obedient, and reliant on men. Thisis exemplified in the character of
Sally, who succumbs to the societal pressure of marrying at ayoung age. Her
marriage becomes a symbol of entrapment as she is subjected to physical abuse and
isolation. Sally's story highlights the oppressive nature of cultural expectations and
the perplexing choices women face when trying to fulfill their roles,

Social expectations and cultural roles greatly influence the lives of womenin "The
House on Mango Street." While some characters like Esperanza challenge these
norms, others conform to them due to societal pressures or personal circumstances.
The burstiness and perplexity of their experiencesreflect the complexity within their
community. Through these contrasting portrayals, Sandra Cisneros sheds light on
the diversity of experiences among women living on Mango Street, emphasizing the
need for individual agency in shaping one's own destiny.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, the comparison and contrast between Esperanza and the other women
of the House on Mango Street reveal significant differencesin their personal
aspirations and dreams, aswell asin their social expectations and cultural roles.
While Esperanza yearns for independence, education, and a better life outside of
Mango Street, the other women are often confined to traditional gender roles and
limited opportunities. This stark contrast highlights the challenges faced by women
in apatriarchal society.



Esperanza's personal aspirations and dreams are fueled by her desire to break

free from the cycle of poverty and oppression that surrounds her. She dreams of
having her own house where she can write stories, expressing her creativity and
individuality. In contrast, the other women are often resigned to their fate, accepting
their predetermined roles as wives or mothers without questioning societal norms.

Moreover, social expectations play a significant role in shaping these characters
lives. Esperanza rebels against societal expectations by rejecting traditional gender
rolesimposed on women. She refusesto conform to societal pressuresthat limit her
potential. On the other hand, the other women conform to these expectations due to
cultural norms that dictate their behavior.

The House on Mango Street provides a powerful exploration of personal aspirations
and dreams as well as social expectations and cultural roles among its female
characters. By comparing and contrasting Esperanza with these women, readers
gain insight into the complexities of gender dynamics within society.
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